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Marijuana Laws Across the United States
There is a current change in attitude regarding the use of Cannabis. Many have been pushing for the legalization of marijuana among the public. However, legalized use of marijuana comes with its disadvantages. Legalization could increase addiction cases in the state. The country is already struggling with addiction. Therefore, providing free access to drugs will only contribute to the problem. Apart from that, there is a risk of contamination due to lack of regulations on safe handling. This is a risk to the health of the public. If one consumes marijuana that has been prepared under unhealthy conditions, the consequences could be brutal and life-threatening. Marijuana can also contribute to psychotic issues. If the drug is left to the public uncontrolled, people who have psychotic problems may access it without proper guidance. This could only accelerate mental issues. Lastly, there is a high chance of misuse. Although many may argue that marijuana can be beneficial for medicinal use, legalizing its use increases the chance of misuse by individuals. Those who argue for the legalization of marijuana say that it could have medicinal benefits. However, there is little evidence to support the benefits of marijuana compared to other medicinal practices. The legal agencies should be careful about legalizing marijuana.
Fifteen states have legalized the use of Marijuana in the United States. According to Gomez, S. (2021), they include New Jersey, Arizona, South Dakota, Montana, Colorado, Massachusetts, Alaska, Washington, D.C, California, Maine, Nevada, Guam, Michigan, Illinois, New Jersey, Vermont, Arizona, Montana, and South Dakota. The fifteen states that have legalized recreational marijuana have also legalized it for medical use (Rense, 020). There are additional states which have legalized marijuana use for recreational use. These states include Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, and West Virginia. Despite marijuana being legal in some states, it is still prohibited in others (Williams, 2019). These include Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Mississippi, Nebraska, North Carolina, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming.
The law regulating marijuana use is the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970. These laws control marijuana possession, sale, and penalties for misuse. These laws have ensured that people do not misuse marijuana and it is the reason why some states have prohibited marijuana for recreational use. However, there is a significant acceptance of marijuana use for medicinal use in many states within the United States of America. For example, the current status of marijuana in New York State is that procreational use of Cannabis in New York is prohibited. However, medical use is allowed under special cases.
Legalization involves eliminating any prohibition regarding the use of marijuana. Adults can then purchase it like alcohol or tobacco. On the other hand, decriminalization involves removing any preexisting criminal sanctions against marijuana. In situations where marijuana has been decriminalized, people who possess marijuana under a specified quantity as stipulated in the law are not prosecuted nor penalized.
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